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Some Observations on the Public Health (Meat) 
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Birkenhead. 


The Public Health (Meat) Regulations, 1924, 
which are designed to secure more adequate inspection 
of animals slaughtered in this country, and improve- 
ments in the handling, transport, and distribution 
of meat, became the law of the land on the Ist April, 
1925. They have been heartily and enthusiastically 
welcomed by all who have heen eager to see that the 
public were supplied with reasonably clean and 
sound meat. 

For a very long time it has been generally realised 
that the handling, storage and distribution of meat 
left much to be desired, and that no matter how earnest 
Local Authorities were in their endeavour to protect 
it from contamination, there were no comprehensive 
Acts or Orders to give them the necessary powers. 
When we think of the filthy, almost revolting way in 
which meat has been handled, transported and stored, 
we cannot but be a little astonished that legislation 
to deal with such an urgent reform has been so long 
delayed. The question of the expense entailed, 
a matter of such extreme importance at the present 
time, cannot be used successfully in any argument 
against this step, because the desired result can be 
achieved almost solely by improved methods and 
attention to cleanliness. 

I think that a great deal of credit is due to the 
Ministry of Health for having introduced such com- 
prehensive Regulations which, | feel confident, will be 
extremely effective if properly administered, entailing 
so little additional expense on the part of Local 
Authorities. 

The Public Health (Meat) Regulations, 1924, are 
divided into six parts, which I shall enumerate, 
paying special attention to those parts which parti- 
cularly interest us. 

Part I. General. 

Part II. Slaughter-houses and slaughtering. 

Part III. Meat marking. 

Part IV. Stalls. 

Part V. Shops and stores, ete. 

Part VI. Transport and handling. 

Part I. consists of certain preliminary formalities 
and of some interesting definitions, which must be 
studied carefully by those administering the regula- 
tions, but need not detain us. 

Part II, Slaughter-houses and slaughtering, is of 
importance to every veterinary surgeon because in 
many cases of emergency slaughter, whether from 


illness or accident, he may have to inform his client 
of the correct procedure and in a number of instances, 
I dare say, make the necessary arrangements. 

Article 7, para. (2) states “ that Articles 8, 9, 10 
and 11 of these regulations shall not apply where the 
slaughter takes place in a slaughter-house under the 
management of a Local Authority.” 

As the Articles mentioned deal with written notice 
of fixed hours for slaughtering, notification of emer- 
gency slaughter, ete., it is fairly obvious that they 
would be superfluous applied to a public abattoir. 
At the same time we must not forget that any slack- 


ness of management might result in the butchers 
who used the public slaughter-house, receiving 


concessions denied to those with private slaughter- 
houses, whether in the area of the same Local Authority 
or not. Any unevenness of treatment should be 
carefully guarded against in order to avoid friction 
and a feeling of unfairness among the meat traders. 
It is, with few exceptions, highly improbable that the 
superintendent of the public abattoir will also 
administer the Regulations (Meat) so that unless there 
is close co-operation between those two officials, where 
a public abattoir slaughter-houses exist in 
the same area, it is obvious how irregularities may 
occur. And it seems to me grossly unfair that any 
abattoir bye-laws should be less severe than the 
Meat Regulations. 

Article 8, para. (2) is as follows; “ Where by reason 
of accidental injury, illness, or exposure to infection, 
it is necessary that an animal should be slaughtered 
without delay, the provisions of this article shall be 
deemed to be satisfied if notice of the slaughter is 
given to the Local Authority as soon as reasonably 
possible, whether before or after the slaughtering 
takes place.” 

It is universally . accepted, that the emergency 
slaughtered animals supply the most dangerous 
carcases for human food, and when dealing with this 
class of carcase the meat inspector must be thoroughly 
on his guard to detect any tricks which may be 


-practised by the unscrupulous trader. — - 


It would appear to be almost impossible to overcome 
the many difficulties connected with emergency 
slaughtering, particularly in country districts. So 
long as we have to deal with private slaughter-houses, 
I do not see how we can have really effective control, 
and this is absolutely the crux of the whole question. 
If you could substitute public abattoirs, each one to 
supply a certain district, and an efficient and adequate 
staff for inspection, the problem is at an end. 

Under Article 9, if “it appears that any part of a 
carcase or internal organs is or may be diseased or 
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unsound, the person by or on whose behalf the animal 
was slaughtered shall forthwith give notice of the fact 
to the Local Authority.” 

This is a very wise provision, because in rural 
districts where slaughter-houses are situated far 
apart, and in towns where there are many private 
slaughter-houses, it is quite impossible that an 
inspector can be always present when slaughtering is 
in progress even during fixed hours. 

Already there have been a few successful prosecu- 
tions under this section. 

The remainder of Part If. need not detain us further 
except that one might just note that under Article 11, 
para. 2, “ Any such notice, other than a notice of 
regular slaughtering, may be given orally.” I think 
a written notice would have been better because, 
then, a definite record of the actual reports could have 
been kept and misunderstandings which are almost 
certain to arise could be avoided. 

Part Meat Marking. A Local Authority 
can only adopt the stamping of meat with a distinctive 
mark with the authority of the Minister of Health, 
and the permission of the owner of the meat to be 
marked. 

In Circular No. 547, dated 29th December, 1924, 
issued by the Ministry of Health, it is stated that 
‘* Under Part III. of the Regulations the Minister is 
empowered to authorise a Local Authority to adopt a 
distinctive mark for placing on carcases which have 
been inspected at the time of slaughter and found to 
be free from disease and fit for human consumption, 
and to approve the mark so adopted. 

“ Before giving the authority the Minister will require 
to be satisfied that the Local Authority have an 
adequate and competent staff of inspectors, and that 
the criteria laid down in Memorandum 62/Foods 
are being adopted.” 

I feel confident that in time, with the establishment 
of public abattoirs and the inspection of all food 
animals slaughtered, meat marking will be unnecessary. 
It is what we, who are particularly interested in meat 
inspection, are aiming at. It is desired by every 
honest meat trader who realises the national importance 
of his calling, and I am proud to say that meat 
inspection of as high a standard has been adopted in 
Scotland in the Public Health (Meat) Regulations, 
Scotland, 1924. 

If the standard of inspection necessary for meat 
marking were enforced it means uniformity of 
inspection as far as that is humanly possible, and 
would do away with the present practice of one Local 
Authority sending carcases into the district of another 
Local Authority without the receiving authority 
having any guarantee that they have even been 
inspected, 

Provided the Meat Regulations are properly enforced 
the only case where this could happen is where a 
person was supposed to slaughter animals occasionally 
for his own use and then sell the carcase or carcases 
for the food of man. 

There is nothing in the Regulations to prevent a 
person from slaughtering an animal for his own, or 
for his neighbour’s use, provided he does not sell 


the carcase or part of it for human food. This seems 
only fair and reasonable, but there is an opportunity 
here for considerable abuse by an _ unscrupulous 
individual. For instance, he can very easily slaughter 
quite a number of pigs and dispose of the carcases 
to retail butchers, particularly in the district of 
another Local Authority. From what I have seen 
this is no uncommon oceurrence, and is practised 
particularly in rural districts, the carcases without 
offal being sent to the larger towns. Take a town 
with a market where there is a number of what we 
called ** country stalls,” i.e., stalls from which are 
sold country produce which usually includes pork and 
veal. | am quite sure that the proportion of these 
carcases which are inspected complete with offal is 
very small, and they present a real problem to the 
receiving Local Authority. 

In spite of the generous powers granted by the 
Meat Regulations, | think it would be very unwise for 
us to assume that all the meat sent from country 
districts into the larger towns has been properly 
inspected by adequately trained officials and passed 
fit for human food. As conditions are at present, 
there is absolutely no guarantee of inspection of any 
kind, and | think that Public Health Officers, more 
particularly those in the larger towns, who are re- 
sponsible for the protection of the public from unsound 
and diseased meat, should keep a very close look-out 
for such carcases. Even where one finds a suspicious 
carcase which has been brought from the country, 
in a retail butcher’s shop, unless it is accompanied 
by its own offal, what action can one take ? If there 
is definite evidence of disease one can seize the 
carcase, but where the evidence for seizure is in the 
offal, and this has not been sent, then a dangerous 
carcase may quite unwittingly, and so far as the 
inspecting officer is concerned, unpreventably be 
sold to the public. 

On what grounds could he seize such a carcase ? 
Granted there is no offal with it, is that sufficient 
grounds for seizure ? If, as is sometimes the case, he 
is shown healthy offal from another animal with 
the carcase he suspects, he is still powerless to take 
any legal action. 

Further powers are necessary to deal with such 
cases, and | suggest that to overcome this difficulty 
it would be a great advantage if all carcases which 
were being sent to the district of another Local 
Authority could be marked to indicate that they 
had been properly inspected, if possible at the time of 
slaughter, and passed fit for human food. 

An alternative method would be for the receiving 
Local Authority to have a “ clearing house,” where 
all carcases with their offal could be sent for inspection. 

For obvious reasons the first method is the more 
efficient and practicable. 

So far meat traders have shown little enthusiasm 
for meat marking, although it would protect the 
retail butcher from prosecution under the Public 
Health Act, 1875, where inherent disease was found 
in a carcase on his premises. His only responsibility 
would be to see that the meat was not decomposing 
or putrid. 
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If meat marking were adopted, considerable expense 
would be incurred by the Local Authority in making 
suitable arrangements, and employing a competent 
staff where such did not already exist, for inspection. 
They, however, are empowered by the Regulations 
to make a small charge should they desire it, the 
permissible maximum charge being one shilling per 
carcase or part of a carcase from the owner of the meat 
to be marked. 

At the present time there are two outstanding 
difficulties to the general adoption of meat marking : 

1. The existence of about 20,000 private slaughter- 
houses in England and Wales. 

2. There are few Local Authorities who employ a 
really adequate and efficient staff for meat 
inspection. 

Uniformity of inspection and meat marking are 
practically synonymous, and just think of the 
impossibility of getting uniform action in a country 
with such a large number of private slaughier-houses. 
The cost of inspection alone would be very heavy 
because in a great many cases it would mean one meat 
inspector to each slaughter-house, unless where one 
or two slaughter-houses were situated so closely 
together that the inspector could move from one to 
the other and still see and examine each beast 
slaughtered. To pay occasional visits when 
slaughtering is in progress is not sufficient, and that 
is the best that can be expected in many districts 
under the Meat Regulations. 

I would not have you imagine that I am not keenly 
appreciative of the new extensive and important 
powers conferred on Local Authorities by the recent 
Regulations. But is it not the duty of those engaged 
in this work to point out any weaknesses they may 
discover in their practical application, and by 
expounding them in consttuctive criticism hope that 
such may lead to advantageous amendments to the 
existing Acts and Orders dealing with meat inspection, 
or to the introduction of more comprehensive 
legislation ? 

One cannot but feel now that an absolutely essential 
and progressive step is to do away entirely with the 
private slaughter-house, and establish centralisation 
of slaughtering. The individual who is in favour 
of a reasonable, uniform standard in meat inspection, 
and at the same time wishes to retain the private 
slaughter-house is either not honest, or does not 
know the alphabet of the subject. 

The chief objection to the much needed and obvious 
reform is, | feel convinced, the question of expense, 
which at the present time is undoubtedly an important 
factor. Municipal abattoirs are expensive necessities, 
and I believe a busy one has to function for about 
seventy years before it becomes a source of revenue 
to the community. Still I think the results amply 
justify the expenditure, and I am glad to see that quite 
a number of Local Authorities have definitely decided 
to build public abattoirs to safeguard the citizens 
in their areas, while many are considering such a 
scheme. 

Part IV., Stalls, and Part V., Shops, stores, etc., 
may be considered together, and apart from one or 
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two paragraphs which have been greatly discussed 
without any very satisfactory conclusions having 
been reached, are fairly straightforward. 

Take, for instance, Article 19, para. D, “ A person 
selling meat or exposing or offering meat for sale 
from any stall shall take all such steps as may be 
reasonably necessary to guard against the contamina- 


tion of meat by flies.’ 


This is unquestionably a very wise and necessary 
paragraph in any meat regulations, but at the same 
time it is very difficult to determine exactly what those 
steps are. At present this paragraph with paragraph 
5a, Article 20, are being interpreted differently by 
different Local Authorities, with the result that 
considerable confusion exists. This is rather unfor- 
tunate, because it prevents the meat trade’s journals 
from advising their readers as to the correct procedure 
to adopt. 

It appears to me that no hard and fast rules to 
prevent meat from contamination by flies, dust and 
mud in shops can be laid down. Each case must 
be considered individually. 

The protection of meat has raised very acutely 
the question of whether butchers’ shops should have 
plate glass windows. I think that we might 
presume that if the Minister of Health had meant 
every butcher to provide a glass window for his shop, 
he would have said so in the Regulations. All that is 
demanded is that the meat must be protected from 
contamination, and if a shop with an open or no 
window is situated in a narrow busy street where the 
contamination of the meat is certain, then the occupier 
must protect it, and if he knows of a better way than 
by a plate glass window we should be prepared to 
consider his suggestion. 

Part VI., Transport and Handling, is a most 
important section, because it gives us the necessary 
powers to ensure that meat will be carted and handled 
in a proper manner. 

Prior to the introduction of the Meat Regulations 
one saw plenty of evidence of how careless and casual 
some people were in this direction. We can all 
recall instances where men with filthy clothing carried 
the meat on their shoulders-¢and heads to dirty 
vehicles, and then it was either exposed to the elements 
or covered over with a dirty cloth. And I have seen 
fresh uncovered meat lying on the ground. These 
disgusting practices are fortunately now merely 


-historical reminiscences of the progress whieh is being 


made to secure a more wholesome meat supply 
for the people. 

From the experience I have had since the Regulations 
were introduced, I have found that the great majority 
of the butchers are eager to comply with them 
in every respect, and in the case of the progressive, 
intelligent and modern retailer, they have made 
practically no change in their methods. 

In every class there are, unfortunately, some 
individuals who require the power of the law ‘‘to hold 
the wretch in order,” and where this is necessary we 
have in the Meat Regulations very definite and 
generous assistance. 
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DISCUSSION. 


Mr. BurnpreD, in opening the discussion, said he 
would like to congratulate Mr. Torrance for his courage 
in bringing forward a paper on the subject of the 
Meat Regulations. Many of his listeners would, of 
course, differ when he said that the Regulations were 
comprehensive and welcome. He was of opinion 
that they were so very vague as to be almost impossible 
of interpretation. He thought that they had been 
made mostly for enforcement in congested districts, 
say, London and other big cities where towns were 
almost overlapping. He thought Mr. ‘Torrance 
passed over Part I. too quickly: there were certain 
points which should be brought forward. One thing 
he did not mention was the differentiation between 
meat and what was supposed to be edible offal. 
Mr. Burndred thought many points in this section had 
been left out. Mr. Torrance did not say as much 
about Part II. as Mr. Burndred would have liked 
him to say. One point was the notification of 
slaughter. A man might remove a carcase three 
hours after slaughter. If an inspector did not 
arrive within three hours after slaughter, and notice 
had been given, the butcher could remove the carcase 
and sell it as fit for human food, and no provision 
was made for the inspection of the carcase. That 
is obviously unsatisfactory. No provision as to 
what constituted meat “fit for human food” had 
been made, but a lot of power had been provided for 
the condition of the premises from which the meat 
was sold. With reference to the establishment of a 
clearing house, he thought that was the only solution 
tothe problem. All carcases should be passed through 
a clearing house; also private slaughter-houses 
should be reduced considerably in number. He 
agreed thut u large number was satisfactory, but there 
was a number that should be done away with. The 
main point was the concentration of the work where 
inspection could be carried out efficiently. No 
provision had been made to see that Local Authorities 
enforced these Regulations, and the views of Local 
Authorities in many cases differed on this subject. 
Many Local Authorities were trying to carry out the 
Regulations ; on the other hand, some were not trying 
at all. There should be uniformity of administration. 
With reference to shops, stores, etc., there were: many 
butchers who would like their meat to be stored behind 
plate glass, but here, again, the Regulations were very 
vague on that point. They simply stated that meat 
must be protected from dust blowing on it. The 
wording seemed absurd. With reference to transport 
and handling, Mr. Torrance mentioned that, in the 
past, people delivered meat with dirty cloths and 
dirty vehicles : again, the wording of the Regulations 
in that respect was very vague. 

Mr. Burndred said that he, with Mr. Torrance, 
welcomed the Regulations, but only as a first step. 
He thought that as far as possible, anyone who was 
concerned with the supervision of handling of meat 
should make sure of the conditions he required, 
and make sure that he got them carried out. 

Mr. Wuireneap had a good deal of sympathy with 
the essayist, who had come to make bricks without 
straw. He thought there were several points which 


were of interest to the general practitioner. A 
general practitioner might be called on at any time in 
the case of emergency slaughter. He mentioned 
the case of a country farmer to whom he spoke who 
complained that he was not allowed to kill animals on 
his own farm; he had to put them into the hands of 
a butcher of a certain class. Many Local Authorities 
had a large number of registered private slaughter- 
houses, and at these places meat was turned out in a 
very satisfactory manner. He was not altogether 
in agreement that private slaughter-houses should 
be reduced in number. At most of these places he 
found that meat was very satisfactorily handled, 
and the slaughtermen seemed to take more interest 
in their work than at the public slaughter-houses. 
The carcases were better dressed, and for meat that 
he intended consuming himself he always preferred 
it from a private slaughter-house,it kept better. 
Mr. Whitehead drew attention to the high penalties 
for breach of the Regulations; he thought that no 
objection could be taken to these. He was also of 
opinion that meat marking should be adopted; it 
would assist in the inspection of meat considerably. 
An inspector would know which carcases had been 
inspected and which had not. In _ Lancashire 
especially, where so many towns were contiguous, 
meat marking would greatly ease the work. A good 
deal of provision had been made in the Regulations 
for shops and stalls from which meat was sold, but 
there had been little energy shown, in that line, by the 
shopkeepers. He thought the Ministry of Health 
should adopt the same standard as the Ministry of 
Agriculture and that was that, if a Local Authority 
would not carry out the Regulations, the Ministry 
would send somebody who would. 

Mr. Woops said it seemed to him to be a matter | 
for experts. He thought that Local Authorities 
were very slow in enforcing these Meat Regulations, 
and he had not observed any change in the handling 
of meat. Perhaps they were “ going slow” at first. 
It seemed to him that foreign meat was much more 
cleanly handled than our meat. The foreign meat 
shops, also, seemed much cleaner and better equipped 
than other shops. He would like to congratulate 
Mr. Torrance in bringing forward an interesting paper. 

Mr. Brssy remarked they had recently been carrying 
out work for an Urban District Council, and in his 
area he had first-class high-grade butchers to work 
with. The chief trouble was that neighbouring 
Local Authorities were not carrying out the Regulations. 
Slaughter was carried out in a neighbouring Authority's 
area, and often wrong organs were sent into his area 
for inspection. Mr. Bibby thought the remedy 
lay with the authorities of big cities. He cited a 
case of a butcher who killed on a large scale, and when 
asked where the indifferent meat went, said it was 
made into sausages and sent into the city. There 
was one class of butcher of which he was 
suspicious, and that was the man who sent all his 
meat into the city. He was not convinced that it 
paid a butcher to send all his meat into the city. 
With reference to the disposal of unsound meat, he 
wished to know who was responsible for its removal 
to the destructor,the Local Authority or the 
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butcher. He thought that meat marking should be 
adopted; it would greatly ease the work. His 
District Council were about to adopt meat marking, 
and they were going to have different marks for the 
different grades of meat, and he thought this should 
be the universal practice. He also thought that 
every Local Authority should be forced to carry out 
the Regulations. 

Mr. Torrance, replying, said he was very pleased 
that Mr. Burndred had opened the discussion. At the 
last Sanitary Institute Conference he had the pleasure 
of opening the discussion on a paper by Mr. Burndred, 
but he thought he had let Mr. Burndred off more 
lightly than the latter had the speaker. That 
the Regulations were not fair, he did not agree, 
and the Ministry had not yet the staff to get 
the Regulations fully going. Concerning the storage 
of meat, it was impossible to lay down a _ hard 
and fast rule, but if they took stalls that were 
covered on three sides and away from the 
street, the chances of contamination there were 
very small. With regard to uniformity of admin- 
istration of the Regulations, he pointed out that 
the various Local Authorities in London had had 
conferences on this subject, as had also the Merseyside 
Local Authorities, and had made arrangements with 
reference to the interpretation of the Regulations. 
Mr. Torrance pointed out to Mr. Whitehead that a 
farmer could kill an animal on his farm for his own use. 
The question of private slaughter-houses was a 
matter of management and supervision. Mr. Woods’ 
remarks about foreign meat were quite true; there 
was no question about foreign meat being well packed. 
Mr. Torrance said he would suggest to Mr. Bibby that 
a conference be arranged with neighbouring Local 
Authorities with a view to getting uniformity of action. 
With regard to the removal of unsound meat, the 
Local Authority was the party responsible for that. 
He said he wished to thank his audience for their 
patient hearing that afternoon. 


Retention of the Placenta in Mare and Cow. 
By Captain W. W. Kerr, M.R.C.V.S., Saffron Walden. 


I have read with interest the article on the above 
subject by Mr. W. A. Dickinson in your issue of July 
11th, and I observe that the essayist and those who 
took part in the discussion all practice douching the 
uterus after removal of the foetal membranes. I 
would recommend no douche in either the mare or 
cow. This procedure | have given up years ago with 
the most successful results as to the more or less fatal 
sequelee. Concerning the time of removal in either 
animal, surely immediately after birth of the foal or 
calf is the right time. 1 always make it my business, 
when attending a mare at foaling, to remove the 
after-birth immediately after delivery. This, as a rule, 
is not a long job and it appears to me the most scien- 
tific procedure in the mare, bitch or sow. I always 
adminster a purgative aloetic ball in the mare, castor 
oil in the bitch and mag. sulph. in the sow. After 
expulson of the foetus, the placenta becomes a foreign 
body and the sooner it is away the better. When 
attending a cow for dystokia, I always, after delivery, 
try to remove the placenta, which—in a large percen- 


tage of cases—can be effected. But it has been my 
experience that the best time for removal is about the 
third day in a normal case of calving ; in cases where it 
has been a “ slip”, time varies according to various 
factors, the principal one being the length of time 
before expected calving date. 

In neither mare nor cow do I find traction is necessary 
for, in the process of removing the after-birth, there is 
sufficient uterine contraction and effort on the part 
of the patient and weight of the external portion to 
expel the membranes. The less pull on the membranes 
the easier is their removal. Especially does this apply 
to the cow, owing to the cotyledonous attachments. 
It is no uncommon thing to find the whole cotyledon 
come off the uterus before the membrane will give up 
its hold and, even when this does occur, it does not 
cause much inconvenience to the cow. 

There would be fewer cases of retained foetal mem- 
branes in domesticated animals at a normal birth 
if more attention was paid to the ante-natal prepara- 
tion of the alimentary tract by way of proper feeding, 
administration of laxatives, exercise, ete. 

As to the best method of removal of the foetal 
membranes, no hard and fast lines can be followed ; 
every case must be treated on practical lines. Where 
the membranous cap cannot be easily peeled off the 
cotyledon it is wise to cancel the operation and wait 
a few days. It is common practice with cowmen to 
load the external portion of the after-birth with all 
kinds of weights. This, I consider to be very bad, 
and aggravates the animal and the uterus. To knot up 
the external portion is good practice, which has a dual 
action in that there is the weight of the membranes 
only, and they are not liable to be trodden on by the 
patient and broken off, which consequently does not 
help in the expulsion. I have no faith in ecbolies ; 
the administration of the usual purgatives and laxa- 
tives cannot be beaten, together with nourishing 
food. As regards the septic condition, which nearly 
always is present in the cow, it is not the membranes 
so much as the ever present foetid sanguinous fluid 
in the uterus which causes systematic disturbances 
through absorption by the whole uterine surface in the 
mare and the cotyledonous jsurfaces in the cow. 
The non-cotyledonous surface in the cow must be 
more or less impervious, otherwise fatal issue would 
be more frequent in the cow. The filthy fluid 1 
always scoop out by hand as much as possible, 
but never do I douch or insert pessaries., 

While on this subject, it would have been interesting 
had prolapsus of the uterus in the mare and cow been 
dealt with. In this condition the whole uterus has 
been expelled, in many cases with the placenta still 
adhering. The uterus covered with all sorts of filth 
(which has to be washed off with plenty of antiseptic 
fluid) is held up by assistants, and replaced by the 
operator. This operation is certainly a mechanical 
one, but questionably an aseptic one. The writer 
would like to have the experiences of the profession 
as to whether douches or pessaries are used in this 
condition and whether it is more fatal or followed 
by more serious sequele than retained foetal mem- 
branes. I have experienced less trouble in prolapsed 
uteri in the mare and cow and prefer a case of prolapsus 
to retained foetal membranes, 
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The Exportation of Horses for] Food. 


The following correspondence has passed between Mr. 
Donald Campbell, M.R.C.V.S., Rutherglen, and Miss 
A. M. F. Cole, of the Department of Export of Horses for 


Butchery, R.S.P.C.A.:— 
35 Calderwood Road, 
Rutherglen, 
30th June, 1925. 


To Captain E. G. Fairholme, 
Chief Secretary, R.S.P.C.A. 
Dear Sir, 

My recent correspondence in the Veterinary Record with 
Miss A. M. F. Cole, on Exportation of Horses having been, 
I think, rather inconclusive, I should be very glad if you 
could give me information on some points that occur to me. 

(1) I understand that by order of the Ministry of 
Agriculture a separate stall must be provided for every 
horse on board ship. Is that so? If it is, I cannot 
reconcile it with Miss Cole’s statement that on one ship 
‘** 110 horses arrived in a heap of dead and dying.” (I 
quote from memory, and may be a bit out in the figures). 

(2) Is there any governmental inspection of the horses 
on their arrival at Continental ports? Are there any 
regulations for the provision of food and water there, or for 
the slaughter of horses unift to travel further ? 

(3) Is a heavy tax imposed on horses destined for work 
and a light tax on those for slaughter? Is the tax on 
horses for work not heavy enough to make slaughter of 
these animals unprofitable ? 

(4) Are any steps taken by the Continental governments 
for the prevention of cruelty to horses ? 

(5) Apparently animal protection societies exist on the 
Continent. Is their standing in any way comparable to 
that of the R.S.P.C.A. ? 

(6) Do the officials of these societies make inspections of 
the horses at the ports, or at the slaughter-houses, or en 
route ? 

(7) Do any prosecutions ever take place in the countries 
concerned, for cruelty to horses ? 

(8) Since I cannot come to see your films would you 
please describe to me the methods used in “ killing wiih 
the knife” ? 

(9) What is the average _— obtained by sellers in this 
country for (a) live horses for shipment, and (6) carcases ? 

I hope I am not putting you to too much trouble with 
this list of questions. 

I am, Yours faithfully, 
DonaLp CAMPBELL, M.R.C.V.S8. 


30 Kestrel Avenue, 
Herne Hill, 
London, §8.E.24, 


24th July, 1925. 
To Donald Campbell, Esq., M.R.C.V.S., 
35 Calderwood Road, 
Rutherglen, Glasgow. 


Dear Mr. Campbell, 

The Chief Secretary has handed your letter to me. 
A newspaper correspondence seldom gives opportunity for 
conclusive information. (I appreciated the friendly 
spirit in which you accepted my rather flippant last letter. 

our remark about ‘‘the angels” led me astray). 

(1) It is true that an Order of the Ministry obliged the 
provision of a separate stall for each horse. That Order 
was not in force till 1921. The *‘ 110 horses arrived in a 
heap of dead and dying”’ in 1920: before that Order was 
made,—but under the present Act. The present Order 

mits the carrying of horses on the deck in portable boxes, 
rom April 30th to September 30th. In cold weather, 
horses suffer from the cold. If the boat is caught in a 
storm they risk injury and death: such accidents have 
happened 

(2) There is Government inspection of all horses arriving 
at foreign ports. This inspection is to prevent the entry 
of domed horses and is not, necessarily, to prevent 
suffering. That depends on the Inspector. Monsieur 
Vanderheyden, Government Port Inspector at Antwerp, 
has consistently used his authority to prevent the working 
of unfit horses. Some do; others do not. Not many 


“unfit”? horses arrive now; and they have generally 
had an accident, or caught cold on the boat. 

In the quarantine stables at Antwerp some food and 
water were provided. Only horses with a butchery 
licence go there. Now, because all horses exported are 
passed as “fit for work” the butchers take a working 
licence for butchery horses. It costs 15 francs more, 
but with that licence the horses can be taken anywhere : 
need not be fed: can be taken any distance on foot: and 
need not be killed within a given time. They are the 
property of the butchers without any restriction—(i.e., 
protection). 

In Holland, horses are taken to the quarantine stables 
for examination. (Some, with special papers, may be 
taken directly from the boats to other towns). The 
stables are good, and the horses are fed at the expense of 
their owners. There is water, but the taps are not always 
turned on, as the butchers generally have a rooted ob- 
jection to watering their horses. Horses stay at the 
stables till the following morning, when the Inspector 
“frees”? them, if there is no reaction from the maliein 
test——(the injection is made in the eye the day before). 
They are then taken away and sold. At Rotterdam they 
gotothe cattle market. A few horses, bought for slaughter, 
do not go to the quarantine stable, but directly to another 
stable at the abattoir. 

(3) In Belgium the difference between a working and 
slaughter licence is 15 francs; and it is worth while to 
pay the extra 15 francs. In France the licence for a 
working horse is too heavy to be paid for one destined 
for slaughter. In Holland there is no tax on the entry 
of horses for slaughter. (I am sorry that I have not by 
me the exact figures for France and Holland, but if you 
want them I will let you have them later). 

(4) There are laws in Holland, Belgium, and France, 
against cruelty to animals, which would include horses. 
In Belgium and France these laws are seldom applied. 
At Rotterdam, lately, I saw a very lame horse—one of a 
pair—in a float conveying cattle from the market to the 
abattoir. Policemen were on duty, and must have seen it. 

(5) Animal Protection Societies on the Continent (at 
least in Holland, Belgium and France), are in no way 
comparable with the R.S.P.C.A. In Belgium and France 
local societies exist independently. In Holland there is a 
Head Office at The Hague, with some Branches ;—but 
the Head Office is a private house, sometimes closed, ?.e., 
no one there to open the door. 

(6) An Inspector of the §8.P.C.A. meets the horse 
boats at Antwerp and Amsterdam. At Rotterdam the 
docks where horses arrive are far apart, and the horses 
arrive irregularly, so Inspectors only meet boats occasion- 
ally, or after very bad weather. I have never seen 
S.P.C.A. Inspectors in the slaughter-houses, unless one has 
accompanied me there. 

(7) There may be prosecutions for cruelty to horses in 
those countries, though I do not remember hearing of onc. 
I doubt if anyone has ever been imprisoned for cruelty, 
and my experience is :—in Belgium and France, where I 
have lived, that the law is seldom applied—or even invoked. 
The fine would be only a few francs; and imprisonment 
only from one to five days. The existing law (Grammont) 
is so inadequate that the humane societies are agitating 
for its revision. 

(8) The horse is fastened, or held by a halter, while 
the butcher plunges a knife into his chest—the knife 
penetrates the blood vessels near the heart, but not the 
heart. The horse staggers about, falls, perhaps struggles 
to his feet again, falls again, struggles and kicks. All the 
time the blood is pouring from him. This goes on for 
some minutes before he dies. 

(9) Horses on this side (a) for export alive, from £10 to 
£13; (6) for export as carcases, they may be very old and 
thin, for sausages ;—or in good condition, for fresh meat. 
The pricés range from a little more than the knacker horse, 
to a little less than the horse for export alive. I cannot 
give an average, because the difference is so wide. 

Any questions sent to the R.S.P.C.A. will always be 
willingly answered, and as fully as possible. 

Yours very 
. M. F. Cote. 


Department of Export of Horses for Butchery, R.S.P.C.A. 
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CAMBRIDGE. 


The Congress which opens next week at Cambridge 
marks not only the climax of the year’s activities, 
but also heralds the opening of a new session. It sets 
its seal on the work accomplished and prepares the way 
for the realisation of those objects which the Associa- 
tion has in view for the coming year. And this is not 
all, for the Annual Congress does something more and 
in perhaps a subtle manner. Its “ atmosphere ” 
is carried far and wide and influences in a greater or 
less degree even those who are not present in person. 
Its influence is felt at the Divisional Meetings and even 
in the casual meetings of members. It is not a matter 
for surprise, therefore, that everyone concerned looks 
forward with pleasurable anxiety to this yearly gather- 
ing, fervently hoping that its influence will be good 
and that it will be a happy start of a prosperous and 
useful year of work, bringing dignity and advance- 
ment to the profession to which we all belong. There 
are no two opinions as to the success, last year, 
of the Congress at Aberdeen. The good feeling 
engendered at that meeting has been noticeable 
throughout the whole Association, and probably never 
before have our members been so united. It remains 
now for Cambridge to set its seal on the good work 
commenced at Aberdeen. ‘As in Scotland, so again 
this year, the Association is privileged by the official 
welcome accorded to it by a University—an honour 
which must be very highly prized by us all. This 
academic ceremony so graciously accorded by the 
Vice-Chancellor, adds a dignity to the proceedings 
and raises them above those of a mere holiday gather- 
ing. 

The meetings on Monday and Tuesday concern 
business of some moment and ought to be attended by 
every member who can do so. The subsequent 
meetings provide subjects of interest for everyone 
and the discussions will no doubt be very keen and 
result in a wide interchange of experience and opinion, 
which should distinctly advance our knowledge. 
Tuberculosis and tuberculin testing ever afford fresh 
grounds for debate and no doubt full advantage will 
be taken of the several opportunities which offer. 
Social amenities are provided in plenty for those who 
wish for relaxation. It remains, therefore, for members 
to show their appreciation of the programme and the 
work of the Provisional Committee by attending in 
force and making full use of the good things provided 
for them. It is to be earnestly hoped that the 
influence of Cambridge will equal—for it would be 
scarcely possible to surpass—the good influence of 
Aberdeen. 


advice. 


ABSTRACTS AND REVIEWS. 


(Diseases of the Cat, and its General Management. 
By Hamitton Kirk, M.R.C.V.S., Demy 8vo, 
pp. xiv. and 418. With 64 illustrations. Price 
10/6. London: Bailliére, Tindall and Cox, 
Henrietta Street, W.C.2.) 


At last we have been given a book on the diseases 
of the cat. For years the veterinarian has been 
waiting for such a book, and each year has made the 
need more pronounced since the cat is daily becoming 
of more importance, not only to the man who mostly 
confines his practice to the smaller animals, but also 
to the general practitioner. The study of the cat 
as an animal has not received a great deal of attention 
except in the classical work of Mivart, while the 
diseases of that animal and their treatment, so far 
as we are aware, have never formed the subject 
for a technical book in any country in the world. 
Mr. Kirk is to be congratulated on being the first in 
the field. 

Under the circumstances it would be ill-mannered 
to be hypercritical. The author, in his preface, 
endeavours to disarm criticism, but we agree with him 
that the book will undoubtedly serve as a foundation 
upon which a more substantial work may be built 
in the future. The important point is that a book 
has been written and that an endeavour has been made 
to collect in it such recorded knowledge as we possess 
in a form which will encourage veterinarians to pay 
greater attention to the cat as a patient and to make 
use of their knowledge in the study of feline ailments, 
of which most of us have been woefully ignorant in 
the past. 

While there are many statements in the book which 
one cannot unreservedly accept, there is much that 
is good, and the best is to be found in those remarks 
which evidently have arisen from personal observation. 
In this respect the book appeals to us much more 
favourably than Mr. Kirk’s former work on distemper 
in the dog. The cat is an infinitely more difficult 
patient than the dog. It has a personality all its 
own, and if it is to be successfully dealt with either 
in health or sickness it must be carefully studied 
as an individual, not merely as one of a class. The 
author appears to have realised this, but his enthusiasm 
for therapeutic measures and his zeal for active 
treatment have perhaps detracted from the value of his 
We must record our protest against this 
constant indication, and our firm belief that nine- 
tenths of it is not only unnecessary, but even may be 
harmful in an animal such as the cat. 

We do not criticise this book in detail, but merely 
indicate a few improvements which we think worthy 
of attention. More directions might be given regard- 
ing differential diagnosis, for when a busy man 
seeks aid from the book, he will find it none too easy 
to classify the disease from which his patient is 
suffering, by comparing the symptoms he has 
observed with the symptoms he will find under 
the various headings in the book. We should 
like to sce the foot notes on pp. 289 and 397 
removed. ‘They should be quite unnecessary. 
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We should also wish to see the literary matter handled 
in a more personal matter and should prefer that 
the names of medicinal preparations be given if 
possible without the name of their manufacturers. 

For the rest the book is good. We can thoroughly 
recommend it to those who have never studied the cat. 
There is much information in it that is very useful 
indeed, and if the therapeutic energy of the writer 
be somewhat discounted, his directions are likely to 
lead to beneficial results. Most of the illustrations 
have appeared elsewhere, but they are well selected 
for their purpose. The printing and binding are 
good, though the book is rather heavy. G. H. L. 


Pathogenesis of Internal or Spontaneous Anthrax. 

G. Sanarelli (Ann. de l’Inst. Pasteur, March, 1925, 
p. 209) dissents from the view that cases of internal 
anthrax are due to the ingestion of anthrax spores with the 
food, the pathological lesions found in the intestine being 
the result of the direct attack of the anthrax bacilli on the 
gut wall; they are, in short, internal malignant pustules. 
He has found it impossible to reproduce anthrax in rabbits 
or guinea-pigs—adult or newly born—by the administra- 
tion of the bacilli by the mouth. Experiments made 
in vitro by inoculating 1 c.cm. of the gastric juice of a new- 
born guinea-pig with a loopful of blood containing anthrax 
bacilli, and subculturing on to agar after varying intervals, 
showed that the bacilli were all killed in between two and 
forty minutes, depending apparently on the acidity of the 
fluid. When anthrax spores were given by the mouth to 
guinea-pigs and rabbits, even in enormous doses, the results 
again were negative in all but a few instances, the spores 
being incapable of proliferating either in the stomach or the 
intestine. Experiments in vitro showed that the intestinal 
juice prevented the spores from multiplying, though it had 
no such action on the ordinary intestinal bacteria. It 
therefore appears that the spores taken in by the mouth 
are partly aspirated or taken in other ways to the lungs. 
Thus, in rabbits infected with spores by the mouth, the 
organisms were demonstrated a few hours later in the 
lungs, and twenty-four hours later in the spleen and other 
viscera. ‘To determine the effect of introducing anthrax 
spores into the respiratory passages, Sanarelli injected given 
numbers into one nostril in such a way as to ensure their 
being aspirated into the lungs. If about 100,000 spores 
were injected, death occurred from anthrax ; if fewer were 
given, the animals did not die, but the organisms were 
ingested by the phagocytes and carried to the varigus in- 
ternal organs, where they could be demonstrated even after 
several days. Here they remained in a latent condition, 
till finally they were destroyed. But while they remained 
alive, it was found possible to stimulate them to activity 
by the simple device of injecting some substance, such as 
arsenic, lactic acid, sodium hyposulphite, or even distilled 
water, into the spleen, liver, or kidneys, which produced a 
necrotic area; this enabled the spores to germinate, 
to invade the blood, and to set up fatal septicaemia. 
The same effect was produced by incubating the rabbits at 
37°C., or by feeding them on a diet poor in water. Finally, 
Sanarelli shows that the intestinal lesions present in anthrax 
are due not to enteric but to hematogenous infection. 
They occur after subcutaneous injection of the organisms, 


and are most marked in young dogs, less so in the omnivora, 


and least of all in the herbivora. By this method it is 
possible to produce in guinea-pigs swelling and ulceration of 
Peyer’s patches, passing on to hemorrhagic necrosis, and 
accompanied sometimes by ulceration and necrosis of the 
intestinal mucosa.— British Medical Journal. 


Report. 


(Annual Report of the Veterinary Department of the 
City of Edinburgh for the year 1924. By A. Gorron, 
F.R.C.V.S., Chief Veterinary Inspector). 


This is a very complete and concise record of the 
work done by the Veterinary Department of Edinburgh 
for the year 1924, and is most conclusive evidence 
of the great service our profession can render in the 
realms of public health to the community. We, as 
a profession, have never received the recognition 
which we justly claim in the public health service, 
and this able report shows that, given the opportunity, 
we can substantiate our claims, 

The duties carried out have been varied and exten- 
sive, embracing as they do nearly every branch of 
veterinary public health work, 

In that part of the report dealing with the work 
done under the Diseases of Animals’ Acts, it is 
interesting to note that ‘* The City was again fortunate 
in escaping any outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease 
during the year.” 

There were “six outbreaks of anthrax, involving 
the same number of animals, one case of swine fever, 
three cases of parasitic mange, and no cases of sheep 
scab,” 

In that part of the report dealing with the Inspee- 
tion of Meat and Other Foodstuffs, under (C), 
Meat Inspection Regulations, Mr. Gofton states 
that “In Scotland public slaughter-houses controlled 
by the local authorities have almost completely 
displaced the private establishments, and approxi- 
mately 90 per cent of all meat slaughtered for human 
food passes through the public abattoirs, It is this 
fact which has made the present Meat Inspection 
regulations a practical possibility in Scotland. It is 
interesting to observe that the movement which 
resulted in the substitution of public for private 
slaughter-houses in Scotland and which began about 
1850, is beginning to make definite headway in 
England, The numerous deputations from England 
and Wales which have recently visited the slaughter- 
houses at Glasgow, and the many inquiries which 
have been addressed to your officials on the subject, 
provide evidence which clearly indicates developments 
of material value in the interests of Public Health.” 

In England and Wales, with approximately about 
20,000 private slaughter-houses in existence, the 
routine and uniform inspection of animals at the time 
of slaughter presents almost insurmountable diffi- 
culties, but it is very encouraging to learn that local 
authorities are definitely grappling with the problem, 
the solution of which is developing along recognised 
sound lines, i.e., the substitution of public for private 
slaughter-houses, When this progressive movement 
has developed sufficiently it is reasonable to anticipate 
the introduction of Meat Regulations into England 
similar to those already in operation in Scotland, 

Under the heading * Incidence of Tuberculosis ” 
some very interesting figures and percentages are 
given. “ During the five-year period 1920-1924 
inclusive, 146,925 cattle were subjected to inspection 
in the city slaughterhouses, and 12,541 or 8.54 per 
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cent. were found to be affected with tuberculosis in 
some degree. If cows be considered separately, 
the number slaughtered during the same period is 
found to be 16,249, of which 7,277 or 44.78 per cent. 
were affected with tuberculosis. Tuberculous mas- 
titis occurred in 114 or 0.70 per cent. of the cows 
slaughtered. During the same period 56,633 swine 
were slaughtered and 2,865 or 5.06 per cent. were 
affected with tuberculosis.” 

A very wise procedure is in existence in Edinburgh 
whereby the Veterinary Department is responsible 
for dealing with the disposal of condemned food stuffs, 
the salvage of which returned a total of over £900 
for the year. “ The Market Committee have decided 
to substitute an Iwel dry process plant for the existing 
digester for the treatment of condemned meat food 
stuffs. The plant is now in process of erection, 
and it is confidently expected that in future a con- 
siderable increase in revenue will be derived from this 
source.” 

A fact worthy of note in connection with the 
import trade is that during the year 12,073 pig 
carcases arrived from Holland at the Port of Leith. 

The inspection of cowsheds and dairy cows has 
been pursued with great enthusiasm and thoroughness, 
with the result that besides the public being well 
protected from the dangers of diseased and unwhole- 
some milk, some extremely interesting results have 
been obtained. 

Special attention has been given to the bacterio- 
logical examination of milk, both graded and non- 
graded samples, by W. Jowett, F.R.C.V.S., D.V.H., 
the bacteriologist of the Department, who has appended 
the results of his examinations in tabular form. 
These are well worth a careful scrutiny by all inter- 
ested in the milk question, but unfortunately our 
space is too limited to give them in full. 

An extremely interesting innovation during the 
year was the holding of a Clean Milk Competition 
under the direction of the Public Health Committee. 

From an examination of the ‘ Conditions of 
Judging,” and the “ Clean Milk Score Card,” one 
can see that no small amount of trouble was 
taken to make the competition fair, interesting, and 
instructive, and although there were only ten com- 
petitors the results obtained were extremely satisfac- 
tory and encouraging. 

The report says: “ The results, as shown by bac- 


teriological test, achieved by the competitor who was . 


awarded first prize, are so remarkably good as to 
merit record. They are as follows :— 


Bacteria Coliform 
per Organisms. 

No. 1 Sample — 6,400 Absent in 
77,000 Pres. in c.c. 
1,860 Absent in 1 c.e. 


It should be noted that the competitor took 
exception to No. 2 sample, which was collected in his 
absence after it had been handed over to a wholesale 


purchaser and transferred to the container belonging 
to the latter. The consistently low bacterial content 
of the other four samples would appear to indicate 
that his complaint was justified.” 

Another Clean Milk Competition is being held during 
the present year, and I think one would not be con- 
sidered too sanguine if one predicted that the number 
of entrants would be at least trebled, and_ possibly 
the standard raised, although this would be difficult 
considering the excellence of the results obtained by 
the winner. 

The report concludes with very graphic and complete 
tabulated statistics of the work done by the veterinary 


department. 
H. L. Torrance. 


DISEASE AMONGST PoULTRY. 


The National Poultry Council are once again, says 
The Times, pressing the authorities to take the necessary 
steps to prevent the spread of the disease through the 
medium of markets and auctions. In their annual report, 
presented at the meeting of the National Poultry Parlia- 
ment in Harrogate recently, it was stated that a consider- 
able number of cases has been reported to them where 
birds suffering from, or carriers of, disease had been 
sold, either privately or at public markets and auctions. 
Hitherto their efforts to obtain an Order that will at least 
bring auctions and markets under control have been un- 
successful, but they state that ‘there is no question that 
the menace of disease among poultry is a growing one, 
and that there are serious dangers to the poultry industry 
in this direction.” 

Three of the nine resolutions printed in the agenda of 
the Harrogate meeting had reference to disease. ‘The first 
emphasised the fact of the heavy losses sustained through 
roup and kindred complaints, and called for a conference 
of research workers and practical breeders. The second 
demanded further information, based on investigations ; 
and the third raised the urgent question of the liability 
of vendors of poultry and eggs, in respect to outbreaks of 
disease subsequent to sale. 

A case is quoted to indicate the possible results of an 
outbreak of disease, and to give point to the demand of the 
National Poultry Council for adie taking of such steps 
by the authorities to minimise the risks of transmitting 
infection through the careless or unscrupulous marketing of 
unhealthy birds. It may be admitted that the proposed 
control by inspection of markets and auctions would 
only be partial, but it would go some way towards guarding 
the inexperienced. 

At present the powers available are insufficient, and in 
any case it appears that effectual action must depend 
very largely upon the sympathy and co-operation of the 
local with the central authorities. Some two years ago, 
when the Ministry of Agriculture brought the matter 
before the notice of the local authorities, asking for their 
views as to the desirability of obtaining statutory powers 
or requiring inspection at markets, and the practicability 
of enforcing such requirements, the response was not very 
favourable. But although there are undoubted difficulties 
and costs involved, the National Poultry Council are fully 
justified in asking that the obstacles should be surmounted 
in the interests of the industry. 
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DIVISIONAL REPORTS. 


Lancashire Division.* 


MEETING AT MANCHESTER. 


A General Meeting of this Division was held at the 
Grand Hotel, Aytoun Street, Manchester, on June 
LOth, 1925, at 3 p.m. The chair was taken by the 
President (Mr. J. T. Allen), and other members 
present were Messrs. J. Spruell, Burndred, Bibby, 
Pillers, Munro, Locke, Whitehead, W. A. Taylor, 
Woods, Powley, Lindsay, Hall, Ingram, Michaelis, 
Brittlebank, Edwards, Curbishley, Dixon, and 
Torrance. Visitor: Mr. V. Tracey. 

Apologies for unavoidable absence were received 
from Messrs. Hare, Carter, Hughes, T. Eaton Jones, 
Matthews, and H. Sumner. 

The minutes of the last meeting were taken as 
read, and were signed as correct. 

The Secretary read a letter from Mr. Fred Bullock, 
Hon. Secretary to the Garnett Memorial Fund, 
inviting him to become a member of the Memorial 
Committee in connection with the above fund, also 
asking that the appeal should be considered at a 
meeting of the Lancashire Division, as it was necessary 
that everything should be done to make the fund a 
success, 

Mr. Noet-Pitters said he had been asked by a 
number of members the amount that one was asked 
to subscribe. 

Colonel BrirrLeBANK stated that the amount had 
been left open purposely. If a man felt that he 
could only give half a crown, it would be appreciated 
just as much as the gift of a man who had given two 
guineas, and it was deemed advisable by the Com- 
mittee to leave the amount of the subscription open. 
He hoped the members of the Division would give 
the fund their best support. 

Mr. Woops said he had had occasion to write to 
the Secretary (Mr. Bullock) on the same question, 
and he would suggest that the list of subscriptions 
be published in the Veterinary Record. 

Colonel BrirrLEBANK said he was sure that Mr. 
Pillers would be pleased to receive subscriptions 
from the members (to which Mr. Pillers readily 
assented), and he would move that the Hon. Treasurer 
circularise the members of that Division appealing 
for subscriptions to this fund. Mr. Epwarps 
seconded, and the proposal was carried unanimously. 

The Secretary read a letter from Mr. G. H. Livesey, 
General Secretary of the National Veterinary Medical 
Association, which enclosed a Memorandum on the 
Tuberculosis Order, and covering letter which had 
been sent to every Member of Parliament, and a 
circular letter which had been sent to all the Local 
Authorities in England and Wales on the subject 
of Meat Inspection. The Secretary explained that 
the correspondence enclosed with the letter related 
to the necessity for the appointment of Veterinary 
Inspectors to carry out the inspection of meat under 


* Received on July 28th, 1925. 
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the Meat Regulations, and it was proposed by Mr. 
Epwarps and seconded by Mr. CurstisuLey that the 
recommendations of the letter be heartily endorsed. 
The proposal was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Noet-Priters (Hon. Treasurer) reported that 
there were nine members of the Division from whom 
he had been unable to obtain subscriptions. He had 
circularised them on two occasions and the Secretary 
had written to them but no replies had been received. 
He would move that the names of these gentlemen 
be erased from the roll of membership, and that the 
arrears be deleted. Mr. Sprueci seconded, and the 
proposal was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Noe.-Pitiers read a letter from Mr. J. R. 
Rigby, M.R.C.V.S., Lytham, who explained that he 
paid his subscriptions to the late Hon. Treasurer 
at the end of 1923, and at the same time stated that 
he wished to resign. 

The resignation was accepted with regret. 

Mr. Noet-Pitters referred to the illness of Mr. 
H. G. Hewetson, M.R.C.V.S., Southport, and proposed 
that the Secretary be instructed to send him a letter 
of sympathy. 

Also he read a letter from Mr. W. Hall, M.R.C.V.S., 
regretting his inability to attend the meetings owing 
to an accident he had twelve months ago. He was 
at present laid in bed and thought it would be some 
time before he was able to get about again. Mr. 
Noel-Pillers proposed that a letter of sympathy 
be sent to Mr. Hall. The proposals were agreed. 

Nominations for Membership: Captain Tracy, 
Preston; Roy Howe, M.R.C.V.S., Buxton; and 
J. N. J. Hagan, M.R.C.V.S., Kirkham. 


PRESENTATION tO Mr. AuGustus TAYLOR. 


Election of Hon, Associate. Mr. ALLEN: I have 
a pleasant duty to perform in proposing that Mr. W. 
Augustus Taylor be elected an Honorary Associate 
of this Association. As most of you are aware, 
Mr. Taylor joined the Association in 1870- fifty-five 
years ago. The services rendered to the Association 
and to the Profession by Mr. Taylor are well known, 
and I will now call on Mr. Woods to second this 
proposal. 

Mr. Woops: It is a proud moment of my life to 
second the proposal that Mr. Taylor be elected an 
Honorary Associate of this Association. The reason 
why I have been selected is because I am the second 
oldest member. I shall cut my remarks short, as 
I do not think Mr. Taylor will want me to say much. 
I do not think it necessary that much should be said : 
he is too well known. I have known Mr. Taylor a 
long time--1 can claim a friendship of forty-five 
years. I never knew him do a mean action, and he 
never thought a mean thought, and I have never 
heard a single remark which was not of the best about 
Mr. Taylor. 

Colonel BrirrLeBaAnK: <A very pleasant duty 
falls to my lot to ask Mr. Taylor to accept a smal 
memento of our appreciation of what he has done 
for us and the Veterinary Profession. 1 will follow 
Mr. Woods’ example and cut my remarks short. 
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Inscribed on the silver tea service are the words: 
“ A token of love and regard for 55 years’ service 
to the Veterinary Profession,” and I am asking you 
to accept this small memento and cigarette case, 
which I hope you will live to fill for many years. 
I have been asked to perform this presentation and 
I feel very honoured to do so. I also have known 
Mr. Taylor for many years, and he was very kind to 
me in my younger days, and what Mr. Woods has said 
is known to be true by all of us. Mr. Taylor, I ask 
you, on behalf of the members of the Lancashire 
Medical Association, to accept this little 
gilt. 

Mr. Taytor: Mr. President and fellow members 
of the Lancashire Veterinary Medical Association : 
I have this afternoon met many friends. As the 
proposer said, | have been a member of this Associa- 
tion for a great number of years, and I hope that in 
the remaining portion of the life that has been allotted 
to me I shall be able to interest myself in the affairs 
of the Association, and that I shall die a member. 
I have worked for it and strived for it. 1 have held 
different positions: I have been President and 
Secretary. The Treasurership I would not have. 
I have been in contact with illustrious men, practi- 
tioners who were members of this Association, and 
men who worked hard for it. We have taken up 
the reins and management that were so ably held 
by them and it is for everyone to carry out the good 
work that is being done. Had I known that it was 
your intention to elect me an Honorary Associate 
of this Association, | should have asked you to put 
it off, but if it is your wish, I must abide by it. 1 do 
not know that I have much to say to you. I have 
been a member of this Association for a long time, 
but I cannot realise that’ I have been a member for 
so long as fifty-five years. However, I am here. 
I may not be here this time next year, or I may, but 
so long as I am living and able, I shall certainly support 
the Association. I thank you all. (Applause.) 

Election of New Members. The follawing were 
unanimously elected :—. 

Messrs, James Storrar, Chester: proposed by 
Mr. Edwards, seconded by Mr. Woods; Reginald 
Lovell, Manchester: Proposed by Mr. Whitehead, 
seconded by Colonel Brittlebank; J. K. Bateman, 
B.Se., Knutsford: Proposed by Capt. Hopkin: 
seconded by Colonel Brittlebank; Chas. Trevers, 


Maghull: Proposed by Mr. Noel-Pillers, seconded, : 


by Mr. Matthews; J. W. Procter, York: Proposed 
by Mr. Noel-Pillers, seconded by Mr. Spruell; and 
P. W. Walker, Manchester : Proposed by Mr. Spruell, 
seconded by Colonel Brittlebank. 

The President then called on Mr. H. L. ‘Torrance 
for his paper on * Some Observations on the Public 
Health (Meat) Regulations, 1924.” 

(Mr. Torrance’s paper and the ensuing discussion 
appear elsewhere in the present issue.-Kditor.) 

Mr. ALLEN proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. 
Torrance for bringing forward his paper that afternoon. 
Colonel BrirrLeBANK, in seconding, said he would 
particularly like to congratulate Mr. Torrance on 


his paper and the way he had changed a dry subject 
into a most interesting one. 

It was unanimously resolved that the discussion 
on the alteration of Rule 6 be adjourned until the 
next meeting. 

A vote of thanks to the President for his services 
was carried unanimously. 

JOHN SPRUELL, 
Hon. Secretary. 


Mid-West and South Wales Division. 
SUMMER QOUTING. 


No Division is more highly favoured than is the 
Mid-West and South Wales in affording its members 
many choices from which to select an ideal venue for 
its summer outing; both north and south of the 
Bristol Channel nature and historic association vie 
with each other in their claims to attention. The 
programme on Friday, July 17th, achieved an ideal 
combination of the two delights, and a visit from 
Professor Buxton to give a demonstration of such 
topical interest as the carrying out and reading of the 
intra-dermal tuberculin test completed a trio of 
attractions which drew a “record” assembly for 
what was pre-eminently a social occasion. 

Tintern and Monmouth were the centres of activity, 
the demonstration taking place at the former spot, 
almost within the shadow of one of the most picturesque 
ruins in the British Isles, while at Monmouth the 
meeting was held and the company enjoyed the 
hospitality of Messrs. F. C. Hobbs and H. 8. Robinson, 
of Newport, who earned the gratitude of all by pro- 
viding a Wye salmon tea. 

The remainder of the day was devoted to the 
appreciation of the scenic glories of the border country 
and, in particular, of those of the Wye Valley, which 
embraces what has justly been described as the 
prettiest twenty miles to be found anywhere. — Loftier, 
bolder outlines of river-bordering hills have a touch of 
the forbidding, and with a little less height and 
breadth magnificence would “be lost, but the Wye 
Valley scale of scenery both preserves intimacy and 
glimpses grandeur, and perhaps the term * pretty ” 
is here for once not abused as a description of natural 
beauty. 

Chars-a-bance met the mid-day trains at Newport, 
and made their way towards Monmouth through 
country which may best be described as giving one a 
foretaste in section of what was to be a continuous joy 
later in the afternoon. A hurried visit to Raglan 
Castle en route roused a number from their coach- 
embedded indolence, to which there was no further 
disturbance until the shade and refreshment of the 
Beaufort Arms at Monmouth provoked a surprising 
display of alacrity. 

The meeting at Monmouth, while wholly successful, 
suffered the fate of all ne essities which impede the 
pursuit of pleasure and was r legated to the limbo 
of * minutes” as speedily as possible. 
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Then out again on to the open road, where the heat of 
a mid-summer day was tempered with a brave breeze, 
which imbued the tree-tops, from the river-swept 
base to the summit of the wooded hills, with the 
poetry of rolling motion. Broadening out, the valley 
eventually revealed Tintern Abbey, gaunt but beauti- 
ful in its setting of a mile of meadow sunk in hills. 
The wistfulness of all forgotten utility attaches to it 
and adds to the appeal of its skeleton of architectural 
loveliness, but more practical matters demanded 
attention. 


Steps were turned to the shed where stood Professor 
Buxton, Mr. Leyshon (his assistant) and their injected 
cows. Mr. Leyshon had secured a reaction in one of 
the animals he had inoculated on the previous day, 
and Professor Buxton explained the intra-dermal 
tuberculin test, the method of reading results and 
their interpretation, while the method of injection 
was also shown. A full account of the technique of 
the test, from the pen of Professor Buxton, appeared 
in the Record of July 18th. All present evinced the 
keenest interest in the demonstration and Professor 
Buxton was warmly thanked at its conclusion. 

Evening was drawing on when the party proceeded 
towards Chepstow, being fortunate enough to arrive 
above the famous horseshoe bend of the Wye, as the 
farewell rays of the setting sun illumined as a brilliant 
streak in the far-off country beyond the crags but- 
tressing the east bank, the waters of the Severn 
estuary, creating an unforgettable picture in the 
mind. The return journey from Chepstow was made 
by a different route and at such speed as was con- 
sistent with safety. 

At the business meeting at Monmouth the chair 
was occupied by the President, Mr. A. E Roberts, 
and the full list of those attending will be seen below. 

Apologies for absence were announced from Messrs. 
Broad, W. D. Rees, Sayer, Scott, Stevens (W. S.), and 
Thorburn. 


The minutes of the previous meeting having been 
published in the Record, were taken as read and were 
signed as correct. 


The Secretary read a letter from the Secretary of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons bringing 
to the notice of the Division the claims upon their 
support of the Fund which is being established to 
raise a memorial to the memory of the late Mr. Frank 
Garnett. It was agreed that the Division subscribe 
the sum of £2 2s. Od. to the Fund, and that a collection 
of individual subscriptions be made during the after- 
noon. 

Messrs. W. D. Rees and J. C. Coleman were unani- 
mously re-elected representatives of the Division 
upon the Council of the National Veterinary Medical 
Association. 

Swindon was decided upon as the place of holding 
the next quarterly meeting of the Division. 

Mr. W. T. D. Broap sent for the inspection of 
members a piece of lung from a Highland sheep which 
died rather suddenly on the previous day. A number 
more were coughing, but they all looked well. He 
wished to know whether the condition disclosed was 


ordinary or parasitic pneumonia. There were no 
parasites observable in the bronchial tubes. The 
members expressed divided opinions upon the subject. 

The Secretary made sympathetic reference to the 
loss recently sustained by their first President, Mr. 
W. Scott, of Bridgwater, in the death of his wife, 
who had taken a very keen interest in the welfare of 
the Association. 

The Secretary was directed to convey to Mr. Scott 
the deep sympathy of the Division with him in his 
bereavement, a vote being passed with all the members 
standing in silence, 

It was agreed, on the proposition of Mr. HAtt, 
that a letter of thanks be sent to Dr. C. Williams, of 
Cardiff (M.O.H., Glamorgan), on behalf of the 
Division, for a donation of £2 2s. Od. to the Divis- 
ion’s Benevolent Fund. 

Mr. Hatt showed a renal calculus, in situ, of a dog, 
and a testicle in the loin of a ewe lamb. He was 
cordially thanked for his exhibits. 

The attendance book was signed by the following :— 

Members._-Messrs. A. E. Roberts (President), 
Adams, Barker, Brain, Esmond Brown, Bruce, Cattell, 
Clode, Coleman, Clunes, Delacherois, Edwards, E. P. 
Evans, Golledge, Hall, Harber, Henson, F. C. Hobbs, 
Howells, W. D. John, Jordan, Lewis, Masheter, 
Moore, ©. E. Perry, J. L. Perry, Pike, J. C. 8. Powell, 
G. A. Railton, J. P. Railton, J. F. Rees, H. 8. Robin- 
son, J. W. A. Stewart, Symes, Tonar, Veitch, C. 
Digby Watkins, C. V. Watkins, Watson, W. A. 
Williams, W. R. Williams, and J. J. Aveston, Hon. 
Secretary. 

Guests.—Professor Buxton, Dr. H. Catto, Dr. R. 
John, Dr. Rocyn Jones, Mesdames A. J. Beeson, 
Esmond Brown, G. §S. Bruce, A. J. Cattell, F. L. 
Clunes, E. Evans, M. E. George, J. W. H. Masheter, 
and C. E. Perry, Misses D. and E. Golledge, Messrs. 
Beeson, Dartnall, George, Griffiths, E. Hobbs, W. J. 
Leyshon, Mulcair, K. B. John, 8. J. John, G. B. 
Powell, Rutter, Steward, E. M. Stewart, Tucker and 
R. D. Williams. 


Western Counties Division. 


he Summer Meeting of this Division was held on 
Thursday, 16th July, 1925, at the Clarence Hotel, 
Torquay, when the following were present: Messrs. 
Ascott, Blackwell, E. W. Bovett, W. Brown, Dunstan, 
Gibbings, Irvine, Jackson, James, Lansley, C. Masson— 
President (in the chair), Nairn, W B Nelder, Norman, 
R E. L. Penhale, R. H. Penhale, P. Penhale, Roach, 
Roberts, Townson, Thorburn, Wright, Ferris, and 
R. B. Nelder (Hon. Secretary). 

Visitors: Professor Buxton, Major Short, Messrs. 
Philp, Cochrane-Dyet, and Golledge. 

Ladies: Mrs. Ascott, Miss Aitken, Mrs. Bovett, 
Miss Brown, Mrs. Blackwell, Mrs. Golledge, Mrs. J. 
Dunstan, Mrs. Lansley, Miss Lansley, Mrs. Masson, 
Mrs. Penhale, Miss Short, Mrs. Townson, and Mrs. 
Thorburn. 

After the company had partaken of Juncheon at 
the invitation of the President, a visit was made to 
the Certified Milk Farm, Torre, where demonstrations 
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were given by Professor J. Bast. Buxton, M.A., 
F.R.C.V.S., D.V.H., on the Intradermal Tuberculin 
Test, and by Mr. G. H. Gibbings, F.R.C.V.S., on Intra- 
venous Injection for Red Water. 

Prof. Buxton, in a preliminary address, outlined 
the general procedure in carrying out the Double 
Test (see Vet. Record, page 581, July 18th, 1925), 
and remarked that some people regarded the technique 
as difficult, but he thought that, after demonstrating 
it, it would be agreed that it was extremely easy. 
He then showed the company, in a very able manner, 
the method on the live subject, explaining every 
detail, and answering numerous questions put by 
the members. 

An inspection of four animals, that had been 
previously injected by Mr. Leyshon, was then made, 
and on which the Eye Test had also been carried out. 
Two were found to have given a reaction to both 
tests (these were known to be tuberculous animals), 
one being a very marked reaction. Prof. Buxton 
showed several photographs on the subject, and also 
some illustrating the results of a potency test for 
tuberculin. 

Prof. Buxton having to leave early to catch his 
train, Mr. R. KE. L. PENnALE proposed a hearty vote 
of thanks to him for coming down and carrying out 
the demonstration in such an efficient and excellent 
manner. 

Prof. Buxton, in reply, said it gave him much 
pleasure to visit the W.C.V.M.A.; it was his first 
visit but he hoped to come again at some future date. 

Mr. Gispines then carried out the Intravenous 
Injection of Tartar emetic for Red Water on a cow, 
in his customary efficient way. He said that there 
was a singular absence of Red Water in cattle this 
year, and he attributed fhis to the dryness of the 
season. He was thanked for his demonstration. 

Members then returned to the Clarence Hotel, and 
at 3-45 p.m a business meeting was held under the 
chairmanship of the President 

The minutes of the last meeting, as published in 
The Record, were taken as read, confirmed and 
signed. 

CORRESPONDENCE (1) Letters of apology from 
Major Frederick Hobday and Messrs. Bloye, Crowhurst, 
Harvey, Parsons, Wm. Penhale, Richardson, Motton, 
E. C. Bovett, Saunders (Taunton), E. R. Edwards, 
and Vickery. 

(2) A letter of thanks was read from Mr. Saunders 
(Taunton) in respect of the message received from the 
Division expressing sympathy with him in regard 
to the accident he had suffered when he sustained a 
broken collar bone. Mr. Saunders said that he 
was now quite recovered. 

(3) A letter from Major Hobday expressing thanks 
for the kind appreciation of his attendances on behalf 
of the Western Counties’ Division at the National 
Veterinary Medical Association meetings. 

(4) Various correspondence from the National 
Veterinary Medical Association. In one letter the 
“ National’’ desired information as to the date of the 
foundation of the Association for the purpose of 


making new insignia of office. A reply had been 
sent that the date was February 7th, 1884. 

(5) Correspondence from the N.V.M.A. enclosing 
memorandum on the Tuberculosis Order, and a 
circular letter sent to Local Authorities of England 
and Wales on Meat Inspection. 

(6) Correspondence from the N.V.M.A. asking for 
notification of representatives to act on Standing 
Committees. 

Mr. Lans.ey proposed that the two members who 
at present represented the Association should do so if 
they so wished. Major W. Ascorr seconded. 

The President said that he would certainly like to 
serve on the Organising Committee, and the Hon. 
Secretary agreed to be nominated for representation 
on the Finance Committee. 

Mr. R. E. L. Pennae moved that the expenses 
incidental to committee work be paid. Mr. E. W. 
Bovetrr seconded and the proposal was carried. 

(7) The Hon, Secretary read correspondence bearing 
upon the Annual Congress at Cambridge on August 
22nd-27th, in which it was stated that owing to mem- 
bers not accepting vouchers in sufficient numbers 
for the last two years, reduced railway facilities could 
not again be granted. Letters from the G.W.R. 
and the Southern Railway were also read on the 
same subject. 

(8) A letter from the N.V.M.A. dated 10th July, 
1925, respecting the resolution of payment of fees 
to veterinary surgeons attending dog shows: stating 
that the replies received from Divisions showed so 
great a diversity of opinion that the Council decided 
that no action be taken in the matter. 

(9) A letter from the N.V.M.A. enclosing copy of 
new rules. 

(10) After reading a letter from the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons asking for subscriptions to 
the Garnett Memorial Fund, the Hon. Secretary 
said that he was of opinion that the fund should be 
supported. It was a matter for individual members, 
as it had been found in the past that if the Division 
subscribed as a whole—and it could not afford a large 
amount-—members did not subscribe individually. 

A subscription was collected’ at the meeting, after 
which the President said that he was very pleased 
to announce the the sum of £10 3s. Od. had been 


subscribed. 
(11) Correspondence enclosing balance sheet and 


‘report from the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund. 


The Hon Secretary: The Association subscribes 
two guineas annually to this fund, and I think it is 
a pity members do not subscribe more Only 24 per 
cent. of members subscribe individually. 1 should 
like to see on the next report a considerable increase 
of members subscribing from this Division The 
work done is a very good one, and the fact that Mr. 
Bullock is the secretary is in itself an assurance that 
the work is carried out in a proper manner 

Next Meeting: It was agreed that the place and 
date of the next meeting be Plymouth, in November. 


(Continued at foot of first column next page.) 


| 
| 
| $ 

| 

| 
| 


* 
| 
ae 


gh we? 


686 THE VETERINARY RECORD 


August 15, 1925, 


NOTES AND NEWS. 


Diary of Events. 


Aug. 17th—22nd—N.V.M.A. Congress at Cambridge 
Aug. 18th--Meeting of the Eastern Counties Division 
at Cambridge. 


Preparations for the Cambridge Congress are now, 
of course, complete and it only remains for us to notify 
members that those attending will have their require- 
ments as to information met at the office of the Local 
Secretary, which will be at the Lion Hotel. At 
that office tickets will be procurable for all the features 
of the Congress for which these are required. 

* * * * 

We would particularly urge members not to omit 
the purchase of tickets for the Whist Drive and Dance 
on Friday evening. Not only will relaxation be 
afforded the sterner sex after the strenuous scientific 
and business programme, but the evening should be 
regarded as the climax of the social activities of the 
week, when it should be the ambition of all to give the 
ladies and themselves the most enjoyable of times. 

* * * 

The ladies’ attention is, in particular, drawn to the 
announcement that Mrs. J. B. Buxton will be “ at 
home” at the Lion Hotel, on Monday, 17th, from 4 
to 6 p.m. Gentlemen will be welcomed also if they 
care to attend. 


SuccessFuL R.C.V.S. Prosecutions. 

At the Merthyr Police Court on the 2ist ult., 
Ivor A. Hughes, who is connected with the local 
branch of the Blue Cross Society, was summoned at 
the instance of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
under the Veterinary Surgeons’ Act, 1881, for using 
the title of ‘* Veterinary Adviser ” contrary to Section 
17 of the Act. Mr. D. E. 8. Browne, on behalf of the 
College, appeared to prosecute, and Mr. Edward 
Roberts defended and pleaded guilty. He said 
the defendant was not qualified as a veterinary sur- 
geon, but he had a knowledge of animals, and had 
given advice, but did not know he was infringing the 
law ; the Blue Cross Society was a voluntary organi- 
sation, and the defendant threw himself upon the 
mercy of the Court. A fine of £5 was imposed and 
ten guineas costs. 


(Continued from previous page.) 

Election of New Members: The following new 
members were elected: Mr. E. J. L. Norman, of 
Chudleigh, Mr. J. K. Irvine, of South Molton, and 
Mr. R. G. Saunders, of Penzance. 

Mr. 8. J. Motton proposed and Mr. R. Barons Nelder 
seconded that Mr. R. H. Smythe, M.R.C.V.S., of 
Camborne, be re-elected a member. 

It was agreed, with much regret, to postpone the 
delivery of the Presidential Address until the next 
meeting. 

(To be continued. ) 


Evan McLeod, of Bold Street, Liverpool, was 
fined £2 and ordered to pay £5 5s. costs, at Liverpool 
Police Court, on July 27th, for unlawfully using the 
description of “ Canine Surgeon,” on a brass plate 
and in a circular. 

Mr. J. Harrison White, 2 member of the College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, said that on a brass plate outside 
the premises in Bold Street was the inscription, 
“Standard Medicines Limited, Registered Offices, 
Canine Surgeon and Consulting Bacteriologist.” 

“The words give the impression that McLeod is 
specially qualified,” said Mr. Howard Watson for the 
prosecution. He pointed out that Mr. McLeod was 
not on the Register of the R.C.V.S. 

Mr. Justin Lynskey said McLeod had no idea he 
was contravening the law, and if warning had been 
given he would not have described himself as a canine 
surgeon. 

McLeod, he added, was educated at Charterhouse 
School, and while there he became stone deaf before 
he had completed his education. He was unable to 
take any of the usual examinations and qualify himself 
as a canine surgeon. 

He had published several books on medicines and 
diseases of dogs, and had since obtained a good 
standing. 


Frank GARNETT MemortAL Funp 


Sixty List oF SUBSCRIBERS. 


£ os. d. 
Amount brought forward from Fifth List 283 4 6 
Mid-West and South Wales Veterinary 
Association —... 8 0 0 
C. H. Wadlow 2 2 6 
D. Imrie... 1 1 0 
F. Lindsay on 10 6 
Total ... 294 18 6 


Roya. COLLEGE OF VETERINARY SURGEONS. 


OBITUARY. 


McQuiston, WILLIAM. Buchlyvie, Stirlingshire. 
Graduated Glasgow, April, 17th, 1879. Died at 
Buchlyvie, 3rd August, 1925. Aged 69. 


Army Veterinary Service. 


LONDON GAZETTE. Wark OFFICE. REGULAR FORCES. 


Aug. 5th—Major N. d’E. Roberts is placed on the R.P’. 
list on account of ill-health (June 28). 


REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS. 


Aug. 7th—Captain J. W. Griffin, M.C., from the R. 
Warwick R., to be Captain (Aug. 8), retaining his present 
seniority. 


Alderman Reed, in presenting to the Kast Riding County 
Council, the minutes of the Agricultural Committee on 
August Ist, referred to the recent outbreak oi foot-and- 
mouth disease at Ottringham, and said he had pleasure 
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in stating that on Thursday the committee received an 
Order from the Ministry revoking their Order declaring the 
Petty Sessional Division of North Holderness an infected 
area. After to-morrow, therefore, the area would be 
released, and the removal of cattle and other stock would 
be permitted. They had, he said, been very lucky to get 
over the trouble so easily. It was an alarming outbreak, 
and the circumstances were so extraordinary and peculiar 
that they had indeed been fortunate. 

The death is reported of an Ayrshire cow, Dalfibble Mag 
2nd, 19661, at the age of 24 years and three months. 
This cow was bred by the late John Mackie, Dalfibble, 
Dumfries, and was owned by Mr. James Mackie, Relief, 
Eeclefechan, at the time of her death. Mag 2nd’s milk 
records from the time recording was started at Dalfibble 
in 1911 till her death varied up to 1,223 yallons in one lac- 
tation and on five other occasions it exceeded 1,000 gallons, 
while the percentage of butter fat ranged from 3.18 to 4.12. 
With the exception of the year 1918 the cow produced a 
calf every year from 1904, thus presenting her owner with 
no fewer than 20 calves. 

During the past few weeks there has been a great spread 
of rabies in Leningrad,and in spite of drastic measures taken 
by the Soviet authorities there is still no abatement in the 
number of mad dogs and cats which prow! about thetown, 
producing a panic among certain sections of the community. 
According to official statements, the average number of 
fresh patients brought to the Pasteur Institute in Leningrad 
for treatment against the bites of mad dogs is now 20 to 30 
daily. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Offiee not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday's issue. 

All correspondence must bear the name and address of the eon- 
tributoer for publication. 

The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 
his correspondents. 


intradermal Tuberculin Testing. 
To THE Epiror oF THE VETERINARY RECORD. 

Sir,— Under the heading ‘‘ The Medical Research Council 
and Tuberculin Testing,’ you published in last week’s 
Record a criticism of the Tuberculin Committee’s Report. 

Reading between the lines, I think most readers will 
form the opinion that the writer of the criticism approached 
the subject in a prejudiced manner, and the subject matter, 
therefore, does not carry the conviction which a more 
dispassionate weighing of the ‘‘ pros and cons” would 
induce. 

Knowing, as we do, that two leading members of our 
profession were invited to share in the investigations at 
their inception, and failed to accept that invitation, 
it appears to be somewhat unbecoming for a veterinary 
writer to question the ability of the experts who were 
engaged on the experiments—after co-operation from 
leaders of the profession had been refused. 

It is the old story of locking the stable door after the 
horse has escaped—a procedure which can in the past too 
often be laid at the doors of our profession where questions 
of mutual co-operation for the advancement of science 
are concerned. 

It appears to the writer that the establishment of the 
proposed Veterinary Research Council would effectively 
induce co-operation in cases such as the present one. 
and would ensure that criticisms offered would be from 
investigators within rather than from observers without. 
Such reviews would be of infinitely more value to the general 
body of the profession when making use of the fruits of 
research. 

As the veterinarians who worked with and for the 
Tuberculin Committee are themselves satisfied with the 
reliability of the results and the general practicability of the 
duo-intradermal test, might I suggest that at this juncture 
they furnish us in the pages of the Record with a considered 


review of the findings of the Committee, with special 
reference to the criticism you have republished ? 

It is all the more important at the present time that there 
should be unanimity as to the best method of testing to 
employ, in view of the operation of the Tuberculosis 
Order and its concomitant. 

One gets the impression that the intradermal test has 
the favour of the Ministry of Health, and the Ministry of 
Agriculture will, no doubt, be guided by the general views 
of the profession—yet to be expressed. 

The easy nature of the technique in the subcutaneous 
test and the fact that it is more or less ‘‘ fool-proof”’ 
(although wasteful in expenditure of time) does not appear 
to me to be a point wholly in its favour—if testing is to be 
done solely by the veterinary profession. 

The fact that the duo-intradermal test requires the 
exercise of care, and precision in manipulative dexterity, 
and some display of professional judgment, is all in favour 
of the profession learning it and placing it out of the reach 
of the layman. 

Public Authorities, as well as private purchasers, ought 
surely at this stage of our history to be sufficiently sure ot 
the skill of the members of our profession to be satisfied 
that they can interpret biological tests with accuracy— 
otherwise, why make use of us when the sanitary man, 
so much to the fore in meat inspection, is ever at their 
service ? 

The only ground for employing veterinarians in the public 
health service of the country is the utilisation of their 
professional skill—and the more tests we have which de- 
mand such skill, the more will our services be required as 
against the rule-of-thumb-trained official. 

From that point of view, the new method of testing if 
only proved as reliable and not more reliable than the 
subcutaneous test, must of necessity take first place.— 
I am, sir, Yours, etc., A. W. Hourum. 

10 Arno Road, 

Oxton, Birkenhead, 
August 9th, 1925. 
To THE Eprror or THE VETERINARY REcoRD. 

Sir,—After scanning the report of a Committee appointed 
by the Research Council on Tuberculosis testing of cattle, 
one is left on the *‘ horns of a dilemma.”’ It is difficult to 
appreciate that their report, as published, is anywhere near 
complete. If it be a complete and honest record of how 
they went to, and carried out the work, one must be par- 
doned in regretting to state that the “findings,” if any, 
cannot be discovered and the maze therefore becomes more 
intricate. In the whole procedure, from inception to the 
report stage, there seems to be a lot of ground covered, on 
paper. Doubtful premises are presented which frustrate 
the attempt to arrive at any helpful conclusions ; there is 
an odour of bias and incompleteness obtaining. One 
labours to disentangle what benefits accrue of diagnostic 
value, from the overlapping of the various tests (the three 
in one, not one of three). The report states that the intra- 
dermal test is so simple, has special advantages, does not 
interfere with the ordinary farm routine, etc., etc. How 
are these statements founded and why do not the records 
support these, oneasks ? It is noted that the time occupies 
or covers several days ; more than one injectipn ‘ simply 


to carry out has to be made. The callipers’ business is so 


far looked on askance, thickness of skin is taken for granted, 
reactionary symptoms seemingly do not count, or are not 
considered. It must be obtuseness in the reader who fails 
to grasp the advantages which accrue in the detail as 
portrayed by such a test. Must one, therefore, ‘ stick to 
the ideal and hug the unexplained”? ? One might furtively 
glance at the composition of that Committee—is there any 
practical or expert knowledge within it ? It takes years 
to manufacture an expert in bovine tuberculosis, there are 
possibly a few in this country now, and there may be many 
in the making (it is hoped so) but not yet. The editorial 
inthe Journal of Comparative Pathology, now in circulation, 
ought to be carefully read by all interested in Tuberculosis 
testing.—Yours faithfully, A. Durr DuNBAR, 
August 4th, 1925. 
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Suitability of Horse Types. 
To tHe Eprror or THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


Sir,—In his letter under the heading “ Suitability of 
Horse ‘Types,’ Mr. Wm. A. Campbell initially expresses 
doubt as to the correctness of my previous statements. 
He does not give specific reasons for this, and his letter 
subsequently expresses opinions in which I concur to a 
great extent, and with which I had not thought that I had 
implied any disagreement. 

Personally, [ would greatly favour preference being 
given to the horse, mare or gelding, which, with the 
desired conformation and quality, furnishes a satisfactory 
record on the weighing machine. By all means, let our 
draught horse be a “‘ great little one,” commensurate with 
the work which it will be required to perform. 

As a life long admirer of the Clydesdale, it is with much 
regret that I have to admit the evident deterioration of 
the modern breed, and similarly, after long association 
with the best type of Shire horse, | must give credit to the 
increasing cleanliness and soundness of the prevailing 
type, and the existence therein of the true draught -horse 
character, especially in regard to the weighty and weight- 
moving essentials. 

In judging the type of heavy draught, 1 unconsciously 
put him behind a load, disregarding the professional 
finesse, which inclines one to linger lovingly over the 
flatness of his hocks, and fineness of his joints otherwise. 

If he approaches one with a breadth and depth of chest, 
which necessitates short and widely placed fore-legs, let 
them be somewhat straight, and his joints rounder than 
the ideal; also, when he shows a good “farewell,” on 
straight and rather fleshy hocks, be thankful that a two- 
foot rule may pass between them, provided he is muscled 
down to them. The horse with two such ends is seldom 
joined up wrongly and he will weigh. 

Granted that the lighter breeds for which I ask, would 
to-day be ‘‘cross-breds” or mongrels.” What 
were the foundations of our modern heavy horse? The 
breeder of knowledge must know, and he can look forward 
to fixing the types. ‘The incidental misfits will not be 
unprofitable, and will be increasingly more profitable— 
vide the export trade to the Continent. Compare the 
relative production of the equine misfit for that market, 
with beef production at home. I do not wish to be 
considered unduly and destructively critical in asking for 
the thoughtful consideration of the gradual improvement 
of our lighter breeds by importation of the right types, and 
exportation as above, of the prevailing wrong ones—and 
with monetary profit, to say nothing of the accruing lasting 
benefits which would follow. We would then have the 
animal of supremely desirable type for civil and military 
purposes. 

I must take exception to the whole sentence ‘“ The 
lighter breeds for which he asks are also mongrels for army 
purposes, and anyone attempting to breed them finds 
he has many misfits.” 

T have shown that the latter half of the sentence need 
not harass the breeder with the thought that these misfits 
will lose him money. 

The “mongrels for army purposes”’ are a national 
necessity at the present time, and please let them be as 
good mongrels as possible, when (preferably before) the 
occasion arises, for their use in active military operations ; 
and, may we have a few good ones to encourage our troops 
in training, for the purpose for which we enlist them ? 
I will take advantage of your indulgence in the matter of 
space, to refer back to the speech made by Earl Haig at 
our annual meeting, and to your subsequent editorial, 
and correspondence arising therferom. had hoped, 
that in addition to your outspokenness in the matter of 
the small and unenthusiastic attendance, you would have 
given cause that one might either chide or congratulate 
you, upon a forceful allusion to the subject matter of the 
address, given on that occasion, which was the greatest 
public compliment ever paid to our profession. It has 
pained me further, that not one single member has raised 
his voice in courteous recognition, far less iene of 
the compliment, and I feel sure that not only those of us 
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who had the honour of serving our country in the great 
war, in so helpful a way and to such an extent as our late 
Commander-in-Chief has proclaimed, but all, will be 
pleasantly and regretfully aware that have inadvertently 
read too lightly, or failed to interpret the message which 
was meant to be conveyed.—Jas. Conner, Capt., 
M.R.C.V.S. 


The Atiology of Milk Fever. 
To tHe Epiror oF THE VETERINARY RECORD. 

Sir,—Our thanks are due to Messrs. Dryerre and Greig for 
answering my letter in your issue of August 8th. The 
finding of Seitter that the normal blood pressure was 
raised an average of 55 per cent. in eight hours as the result 
of intra-mammary insufflation, would lead one reasonably 
to assume that Milk Fever follows on a sub-normal blood 
pressure and a return to normal is followed by recovery. 

That normal blood pressure can be raised within half 
an hour after insufflation of the udder, corresponds to the 
marked improvement that takes place in Milk Fever about 
half an hour after treatment. If the effect of insufflation 
on the circulations remains eight hours and then (in Milk 
Fever) falls to sub-normal, one might be tempted to 
assume that the not infrequent relapses that take place 
about the twelfth hour after apparent recovery, might be 
caused by a return to a sub-normal condition.— Yours 
faithfully, P. M. Epa@ar, M.R.C.V.S. 


The Editor acknowledges the receipt of the following :— 
Communication from Mr. T. F. Prime. 


National Veterinary Medical Association of Great Gritain 
and Ireland. 


EDITORIAL OFFICE: 10 Cray’s Inn Square, London W.C.1. 


Cheques should be made payable and all communications sent to 
the General Secretary at the Offices of th 
Square, London, W.C.1. of the Association, 10 Gray’s Inn 


Dos 


Wholesome and sustaining. 
The Ideal “Hard Tack.” 


THERE IS A LIMIT 
TO INDULGENCE! 


Never make the mistake of feeding 
an adult dog too many times a day. Twice 
is ample. Give him hard biscuit foods— 
the principal feed in the dry state and the 
other soaked in hot water or gravy. 


THE “WRIGHT” DOG FOODS are 
crisp, nutritious, and appetising—your dogs 
will thrive on them. 


Samples, booklet, & price list free on application, 


WRIGHT & Co 


(LIVERPOOL) LTD. EST 1840. ™ 
VULCAN ST MILLS, LIVERPOOL 
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